SUSTAINING

/—\___—
North Berwick

2026 Holyrood elections — our manifesto proposals

Introduction

Sustaining North Berwick is a group of local people who want a future for
our town in which both people and nature thrive. Like the majority of people
in Scotland, we are concerned about climate change and the nature crisis,
and the effects these have on human health and happiness.

We hold a monthly Climate Café where people come together to discuss
matters that concern them and share ideas for taking local, collective
action. We have organised events at Fringe By The Sea over the past three
years on topics such as composting, wildlife friendly gardens and food and
farming. We have held well-attended film screenings including Six Inches of
Soil and Why Not Scotland? in collaboration with the Scottish Seabird
Centre and, recently, Wilding with NB Movies.

The following are the issues which we as voters have been concerned with
over many months because of their effects on our community. At the
forthcoming Holyrood elections, we will be considering how the different
parties propose to tackle them and ensure a prosperous future for
Scotland’s people and nature. We believe these to be issues that matter to
people of all political colours.

1. TRAVEL, TRANSPORT AND ACCESS IN EAST LOTHIAN
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Air pollution (primarily from fossil fuelled road vehicles) causes 50 early,
preventable deaths every year in East Lothian (and about 7 early,
preventable deaths in North Berwick) each year. This costs our NHS in East
Lothian £33m each year (and about £4m in North Berwick)]. As well as
being a major source of toxic air pollution, (carbon monoxide, nitrogen
oxides, and particulate matter (PM10 and PM2.5)) road vehicles contribute
significantly to CO2, which accelerates climate change, wiping out the
progress made in decarbonisation efforts elsewhere.

We want a cleaner Scotland and make the following practical policy
suggestions:

1.1  more consistently and ambitiously promote active travel (walking,
cycling, and public transport), and support the electrification of road
vehicles

1.2 continue enhancing the safety, health, and aesthetics of narrow high
streets to increase the economic and tourism benefits for all.

1.3 promote collective access to (electric) vehicles rather than private
ownership of fossil fuelled cars (e.g. by extending the ELC Hiya scheme
across all of East Lothian)

1.4 implementincentives for cleaner travel (use “polluter pay” principles
for vehicle access/parking, whilst rewarding businesses using electric
vehicles.)

1.5 restrict vehicle use (and enforce idling legislation) on main streets of
East Lothian towns (especially those with narrow high streets) by
increasing street furniture (such as benches to help people rest and
socialise), and experiment with traffic free periods (e.g. 11lamto 3 pm on
the first Saturday of the month).

2. PLASTIC POLLUTION

Plastic pollution is changing the processes of the entire Earth system,
exacerbating climate change, biodiversity loss, ocean acidification, and the
use of freshwater and land, according to scientific analysis.

In 2022 at least 506m tonnes of plastics were produced worldwide, but
only 9% gets recycled globally. The rest is burned, landfilled or dumped
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where it can leach into the environment. Microplastics are now
everywhere, from the top of Mount Everest to the Mariana Trench, the
deepest point on earth.

The Firth of Forth is a global blackspot for nurdle pollution - nurdles are the
plastic pellets the size of lentils which are the foundation of the plastic
industry and are produced at Grangemouth. Spillages, at the factory and at
sea, are estimated to be c400,000 tonnes each year. The nurdles are eaten
by fish and birds and the toxins which coat the nurdles enter the food
chain.

We want a Scotland where:

2.1 spillages are prevented, the production and use of single-use plastic
is eliminated, and recycling of all plastic is mandatory.

2.2 thereis a Supply Chain Approach to pellet loss, to make sure pellet
handling companies across the full plastics supply chain have
standardised, externally verified best practice in place

2.3 new and existing laws are being used to fine polluters, prevent pellets
and change industry practice

We want a Scottish Government that campaigns for International
Agreements such as the Global Plastic Treaty and calls for the International
Maritime Organisation to change shipping rules to prevent pellet loss at sea

3. NATURE RESTORATION

Recent research revealed that Europe is losing green space to construction
that once harboured wildlife, captured carbon and supplied food at the rate
of 1500 sg km per year — equivalent to 600 football pitches every day.
Experts believe that land lost to development is one of the primary drivers
of wilderness loss and biodiversity decline.

In Scotland, the State of Nature report 2023 recorded that 11% of species
are threatened with national extinction and a 15% decline in average
species abundance across monitored wildlife has been recorded since
1994.

East Lothian’s biodiversity includes over 4000 species of invertebrate, 300
species of bird, 28 species of mammal and 3 species of reptile, all

3|Page


file:///C:/Users/kdunc/Downloads/Recent%20research
https://d.docs.live.net/5C7C4E49ABEC3C2A/SNB%20_%202026%20election%20manifesto%20approvals/the%20State%20of%20Nature%20report%202023

impacted by increasing loss of habitat, pollution and climate change. The
significant decline in biodiversity was recognised by East Lothian Council’s
declaration of a nature emergency in 2023.

To support biodiversity, we call on the next Scottish Government to:

3.1 halt biodiversity loss and introduce statutory nature targets to ensure
the protection of 30% of Scotland’s land and seas by 2030

3.2 ensure new developments on land and at sea are nature positive and
contribute to biodiversity enhancement at scale

3.3 increase funding for nature restoration projects and ensure public
budgets are used to enhance impact on nature restoration and
decarbonisation, whilst ending subsidies for harmful activities

3.4 establish a national nature network to deliver ecological connectivity
across the landscape, helping identify priorities for areas and opportunities
for the creation of links, corridors and stepping stones between our best
sites for nature

4. FOOD, FARMING & RURAL ECONOMY

The Future Trends for Scotland report outlines food security as one of the
important issues for Scotland to address over the next 10-to-20 years,
noting ‘concern about food security and production is increasing due to
geopolitical pressures and the impacts of climate change’. It cites the UK
Food Security Report 2024 which indicates the UK relies on food imports
for approximately 40% of its food. In this context it is very worrying that only
5% of East Lothian's agricultural land being used for growing fruit &
vegetables.

We want a Scotland where policies which enhance food security are
balanced with support for farming practices which maximise
environmental benefits and minimise environmental harms by:

4.1 raising farm funding to nature friendly farming and crofting from 5%
to 25% in 2026, and then up to 75% in future. Approximately 75% of
Scotland is farmed and the funding system MUST be nature friendly in order
to secure future food production alongside nature restoration and
protecting the climate
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4.2 reducing the threshold for farming subsidies to support small farms
including Community Supported Agriculture initiatives and horticulture

4.3 scaling up the transition to agroecology

4.4 considering how to support and build on models for Community
Supported Agriculture for growing vegetables using sustainable methods
and promoting biodiversity in local areas, such as Tyninghame Community
Farm

4.5 ensuring that local good food nation plans in every local authority
and health board - established as a result of Scotland passing the Good
Food Nation Act in 2022 - explore and address how to best work towards
the twin aims of supporting food security alongside nature friendly farming
practices

5. ENERGY

How we prioritise land use will have a big impact on our quality of life in
future as global heating forces us to adapt. We need land for new homes,
for renewable energy and food security.

We want a Scotland which prioritises renewables — both solar and wind.
We call for investment in solar panels on the roofs of public buildings and
social housing rather than on agricultural land. Do this and you will cut
energy costs for the NHS and education, help low-income tenants and
improve air quality & health.

To slow down climate breakdown we must stop burning fossil fuels. There
should be no new oil and gas developments. Research has shown that
there is more than enough oil and gas in already developed fields to power
the energy transition.

We want a government that will:

5.1 committo no new oil and gas developments
5.2 manage the wind down of drilling for oil and gas
5.3 enable community-funded renewable energy

5.4 promote district heating schemes
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5.5 support workers and communities through the transition, with help
for workers to move sectors and properly funded retraining schemes

5.6 oppose subsidies for polluters

More public and community-owned energy production means more of the
wealth generated staying in Scotland’s communities instead of being
syphoned off by private companies.

Our electricity prices are amongst the highest in Europe, contributing to the
cost of living crisis, burdening industry and disincentivising householders
looking to decarbonise by switching away from gas. In the last five years,
gas-driven electricity prices have averaged 130% higher than solar, 29%
higher than onshore wind, and 13% higher than offshore wind. We urge you
to call on your Westminster colleagues to press for cheaper electricity by
breaking the link with gas prices.

6. We want a cleaner, safer, healthier and more prosperous future for
all. We hope you will share our view that addressing the climate and nature
crises is urgent. Now is the time for increased action - it’s our watch and
will be our legacy!

We are keen to hear your response to our proposals and if you’d like to
discuss them, we’d be delighted.

Please contact us at sustainingnb@gmail.com
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